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June 9  1973® 


Mr®  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentleman, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  this,  my  eighteenth  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1972® 

In  fact  I  have  now  reduced  the  bulk  of  my  half  of  the  report  considerably, 
leaving  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  (Mr®  C®B®  Almgill)  to  record  most  of 
the  environmental  health  work® 

Mr®  BoE®  Roberts  (Chief  Public  Health  Inspector)  resigned  on  the  1st  June, 

1972,  and  there  was  a  short  gap,  but  Mr®  CnB®  Almgill  has  taken  up  the  reins  so 
enthusiastically  and  efficiently  that  I  am  sure  he  will  be  able  to  cover  the  whole 
years  work®  His  responsibilities  include  those  of  Housing  Officer  and  the  decision 
©  amalgamate  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Department  as  for  the  pre¬ 
vious  appointment,  has  made  a  big  difference®  The  Council  now  has  a  team  of  young 
and  enthusiastic  Officers  who  should  be  able  to  face  Local  Government  Reorganisation 
very  well®  I  am  one  of  the  few  old  faces  who  has  probably  been  around  too  long,  and 
it  may  well  be  of  benefit  for  me  and  the  District  generally  when  the  move  is  made 
into  the  United  Health  Service  on  ls:  August,  1974®  A  proper  Officer  to  provide 
Medical  Advice  will  of  course,  be  appointed  but  this  may  have  to  be  for  more  than 
one  of  the  new  Local  government  Districts  if  the  new  Health  District  for  South 
Worcestershire  covers  a  wide  area® 

The  inclusion  of  Bromyard  and  Ledbury  in  the  new  Hereford  and  Worcester  District 
7  may  well  be  the  ideal  arrangement  for  Local  Government  but  could  well  produce 
"Overlap”  problems  in  the  Health  Service®  Fortunately,  this  is  not  at  a  County 
boundary  but  only  between  Districts®  Patients  will  of  course,  still  be  taken  to  the 
District  Hospital  which  is  the  most  convenient  and  one  of  the  salien  factors  to  be 
considered  will  be  the  standard  of  Ambulance  Service  provision  in  Rural  Areas® 

The  statistics  and  details  regarding  the  General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
for  the  Area  are  set  out  in  the  usual  fashion  under  sections  A,B,C  and  D®  It  will  be 
seen  that  very  few  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occurred  in  the  District  and  it  was 
possible  to  effect  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  hence  I  consider  the  Health  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  District  to  be  very 
sati s factory o 


I  remain  Mr®  Chairman, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
L®  Spencer  Stephens, 


Medical  Officer  cf  Health 
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•BT'i  ION  A 


STAT 


•  "T  fONS  OF  'THE  AREA  -  1972 

-  ■  l  r  iimipnunn  i»iTnn»«  hi  i>  . 


The  Rural  District  o‘  Mar  e 
agricultural  in  character  and  . “t - 

River  Teme  runs  through  the  di. 
industry  is  agriculture  and  n«-. 
hop  growing  areas  in  the  country,. 


i  -Ing  529825  acres,  is  predotri riant: 
e  west  of  the  city  of  Worcester,,  The 
■  idirg  it  into  two  parts..  The  chief 
is  one  of  the  most  import  ar,  fruit  and 


Area  in  acres o o  00  00  00  «  ■  ,  00  o  ®  00  „  o  00  _> 2 , 825 

Number  of  Rating  assessments  at  jTlrt  March,  1972 00  ««  „„  00  j,  193 

Registrar  General 9 s  estimate  of  population  -  mid  1972-7 


Census  1971 


live  Births 


Males 


0  0  12 9 783 


Females 


Total 


o  © 

o  « 


o  o 

o  o 


©  o 

o  © 


O  <0 

o  o 


o  o 

o  o 


legitimate  0  o 
Illegitimate  0  0 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cen  of  a  live  births 
Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,00(  es,  ,  m  -.ted  population 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  00  00  00  „<>  o 


o  o 

©  © 


84 

3 


o2 

( 


146 

10 

0% 

1.2  o  9 

l4„8 


Still  Births 


o  o 

o  o 


Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  svi  1  5  „  „ 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  „  o  0.  a  «« 


o  © 

o  o 
o  o 

r»  o 


o  o 

o  o 

o  o 


1 

1 

13 

12 


Deaths 


Fr*om  all  causes  00  00  00  r  no  on  00  o  c 

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  es  population 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  0  .  ,  >  ,,  o  00  o « 


76 


140 

llo4 

12  o  1 


Deaths  of  Infants  Under  \  ,J ' 


Age 


O  o 

o  «• 


o  o 

o  o 


begi  t»i.mate  o  o 
Illegitimate  o  <> 

Legitimate  infants  deaths  per  ■  ,0eXi  ilmate  live 

^  !i.  rthS  00  o  «  00  o  ®  on  r  o  on  no  o 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  o  o  00  00  00  00  o  u  00  00  00 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,001  'live  hirths  0» 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  no  no  00  no  on 


o  o 

o  O 


0  © 

o  o 

©  © 


21 

NIL 

19 

17 


1  - 


1  «  e  • 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of 

a9G 

Males 

Females 

Total 

.Lo  qz  l  imate0  o  oo  ©  •  o  ©  ©  © 

’9  0 

O  0  O  • 

0  0 

3 

3 

I  .'.'..legitimate  «.  Oo  «. 

»  r> 

0  «>  ©  * 

•  • 

©  © 

- 

- 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1900C 

live 

births® « 

9  • 

tt>  m 

19 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  o® 

©  «• 

0  O  ®  0 

0  9 

©  • 

12 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  week  o £  a y t 


•L'6Q1  tltllQ.'t'Go  0  O®  O  ®  ©  •  V  9  ©  O  A  ®  •  ©• 

0  9 

2 

- 

2 

11  legi  ^  iTHQ.'tr.©  ©  0  00  ©  ©  •  ©  <.  u  on  ©  o  ©  • 

©  © 

- 

- 

- 

Early  neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  i0OOO  live  births 

9  a 

13 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  **  ©©  *•  ©© 

©  © 

10 

Perinatal  Deaths  ( 1st  Week 

deaths  plus  still 

births) 

Perinatal  Mortality  per  1 , 000  total  births 

0  © 

©  0 

0  0 

25 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

©  ©  O  «  ©  0 

©  © 

©  • 

•  • 

22 

Maternal  deaths®  .  <>  . 

©  a  (A  ©  ©  • 

®  © 

©  ® 

©  © 

NIL 

Maternal  mortality  os  ®. 

©  *»  o<  ©  © 

©  a 

«  • 

0  0 

NIL 
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1972  -  Causes  of  Death  Registrar  General  Returns 
(International  "B'r  Classification  -  50  main  causes) 

\ 


Males 


B3 

Bacullary  Dysentry,  Amoebiasis 

1 

B 19  (  2  ) 

Malignant.  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

1 

B19(3) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

2 

B19(4) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

1 

B19(6) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

4 

B 19(7) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

Bi9(8) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

- 

B19(9) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

l 

B 19  ( 11) 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

2 

B21 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

1 

B23 

Anaemias 

1 

B46(5) 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

3 

B27 

Hypertensive  Disease 

1 

B28 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

18 

B29 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

3 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

10 

B46(6) 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

4 

B31 

Influenza 

- 

B32 

Pneumoni a 

5 

B33(i) 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

5 

B3  3(2) 

Asthma 

- 

B36 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

l 

B37 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

B39 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

B46(9) 

Other  Diseases,  Geni to -Urinary  System 

1 

B42 

Congenital  Anomalies 

1 

B45 

Symptoms  and  Ill  Defined  Conditions 

l 

BE47 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

4 

EE48 

All  other  Accidents 

1 

BE49 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

1 

BE50 

All  other  External  Causes 

1 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES  76 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  -  1972 


n 

A 

I 

j| 

Under 

5 

5+ 

10+ 

25+ 

45+ 

65+ 

Total* 

j  lo  Measles 

5 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(195)  7 

J  2«  Scarlet  Fever 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(5)  2 

5  3o  Whooping  Cough 

j! 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(3)  1 

'  4*  Food  Poisoning 

1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

(4)  5 

5e  Infective 
Jaundice 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

(10)  2 

60  Dysentery 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(35)  Nil 

7c  Meningitis 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(-)  1 

*  figures  in  brackets  relate  to  he  previous  year. 


Fcod  Poisoning  -  Three  cases  of  Sa  monellea  Food  Poisoning  occurred  in  one  family 
the  consumption  of  chicken  after  Xmas.  The  other  two  cases  were  sporadic. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


The  Chest  Physicians  undertook  a  revision  of  the  Register  at  the 

it  was  possible  to  delete  a  large  number  of  cases  (cured  or  left 

One  new  case  occurred  in  1972  1  c.his  only  left  a  total  of  five 

of  the  year  „  .  „  _ 

- JL— •  to  j  1st.  December,  1972. 


end  of  1971  and 
the  district), 
cases  at  the  end 


Year 

—  1 - ; — 

Pulmonary  jj  Non-Pulmonary 

Annual 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Totals 

1963 

17 

22 

2 

5 

46 

1964 

14 

21 

1 

1 

37 

1965 

l4 

l6 

1 

2 

33 

1966 

15 

15 

1 

3 

35 

1967 

15 

15 

2 

2 

34 

1968 

14 

15 

2 

3 

34 

1969 

10 

15 

2 

3 

30 

1970 

9 

14 

-< 

1 

1 

25 

1971 

3 

10 

1 

3 

22 

1972 

4 1 

" 

" 

1 

5 

-  4  - 


SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


lo  County  Health  Services 

The  following  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  in  accordance  with 
Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946 * 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  (Section  22) 

The  district  is  served  by  the  following  clinicss- 

Ant e-Natal  Clinics 


Patients  are  advised  to  consult  their  Family  Doctor  for  appointments  but 
Antenatal  exercises  or  General  advice  are  provided  at  The  Health  Centre, 
Stourport-on-Severn,  Worcs®,  on  Mondays  at  2  p.m.  and  The  Health  Centre, 
Bromsgrove  Street,  Kidderminster,  on  Mondays  at  2  p.m. 

Cases  in  the  Worcester  Area  are  referred  to  hospital  by  their  own  doctor 
if  necessary o 


Family  Planning  Clinics 

Are  available  at  The  Health  Centre,,  Kidderminster  -  Tuesdays  5  -  9  p.m. 
and  Wednesdays  2-4  p.m®  and  at  the  Clinic  off  Infirmary  Walk,  Worcester, 
-  Wednesdays  6o30  -  8  p0m. 


Child  Health  Centres 


Parish  Hall,  Hallow® 

Open  on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursday  in  the  month  at  2.00  p.m. 
Memorial  Hall,  Broadheath® 

Open  on  the  first  and  third  Thursday  in  the  month  at  2.00  p.m. 

Village  Hall,  Knightwick  Road,  Hartley® 

Open  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  the  month  at  2.00  p.m. 

Village  Hall,  Alfrick® 

Open  on  the  third  Friday  in  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

Memorial  Hall,  Leigh® 

Open  on  the  second  Thursday  in  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

Village  Hall,  Great  Witley. 

Open  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  2.00  p.m. 

Village  Hall,  Shrawley® 

Open  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  2.15  p.m. 

Parish  Room,  Holt® 

Open  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  3*30  p.m. 

Village  Hall,  Rushwick® 

Open  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  2.00  p.m. 

Club  Room,  Suckley. 

Open  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  2.00  p.m. 
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Midwifery  (Section  23) 


The  services  of  the  Coun  y  Midwife  are  available  without  charge  vo  care  for 
n>  hers  during  pregnancy,,  confinement  and  for  a  period  of  ten  days  afterwards,. 

She  should  be  booked  as  early  as  p  ssit le  in  order  to  receive  adequate  inst ructions 
y  r  the  confinement o  Visits  are  pal'  o  the  home  and  examination  carried  out 
monthly  in  co-operation  with  the  do-  <:or,  who  will  arrange  hospital  consultations 
if  necessary*  Free  dental  treatment.  is  available  during  this  period  and  may  be 
arranged  through  the  County  Dental  Officer* 

Health  Visiting  and  Home  Nursing  5e  ions  24  and  25) 

After  the  first  ten  days  the  Health  Visitor  normally  takes  over  the  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  care  of  the  baby  from  the  Midwife*  She  is  a  trained  nurse  who  has 
received  additional  instruction  in  child  care,  maintenance  of  health  arid  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  disease,  and  is  able  o  offer  guidance  to  the  mother  until  the  child 
goes  to  school*  The  Health  Visitor  also  acts  as  School  Nurse  and  being  an  exper¬ 
ienced  Medico  Social  Worker,  is  ab . e  o  give  advice  to  the  adult  members  of  the 
family  on  any  personal  problems  reiaed  to  physical  or  mental  ill  health* 

The  District  Nurse  is  aval la ole  to  act  on  the  instructions  of  the  General 
Practitioner  or  Hospital  when  persons  are  discharged  from  Hospital*  She  carries 
out  injection  proceedures  and  the  general  nursing  of  the  sick  or  elderly  at  home. 

In  most  rural  districts  the  duties  £  he  District  Nurse,  Midwife  and  Health 
Visitor  are  combined*  This  is  sc  in  the  Hartley  Rural  District  where  there  are  six 
full-time  and  one  part-time  worke  as  follows s- 


Nurses 

Miss  Parsons, 

Little  Cob  House, 
Braadwas-on-Teme , 

Nr*  Worcester* 

Miss  J*  Curnow, 

Eerrylands  Bungalow, 

Leigh, 

Nr*  Worcester* 

Miss  H*  Chambers, 

Berry  lands  Bungalow, 

Leigh, 

Nr*  Worcester* 

Mrs*  RoK,-.  Slingsby, 

Cherry  Cottage, 

Greenhill  Lane, 

Hallow, 

Nr*  Worcester* 

Miss  D*M*  Jones, 

Nurses  House, 

Hiilhampton, 

Shrawley, 

Nr*  Worcester* 

Miss  J*M*  Whit head. 

Nurses  House, 

Hi i 1 hampton, 

Shrawley, 

Nr'*  Worcester* 

NoB*  Astley  and  Dunley  are  c< 


Telephone  No* 
Wichenford  372 

Leigh  Sinton  320 

Leigh  Sinton  320 

Hallow  235 

Gt,  Wit ley  386 

Gt.  Witley  386 

a  by  S  ourport  Nurses  (G. 
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Area 

Martley,  Clifton,  Shelsley 
part  Lower  Sapey,  Brickyar 
Cottages,  Wichenford. 

Leigh,  Bransford,  Alfrick, 
Leigh  Sinton,  Rushwick. 


Kni gh twi ck ,  Br oadwas , 
Doddenham,  Lulslev,  Suckle 


Hallow,  Broadheath,  Cot her 
Cotheridge,  Crown  East, 
Wichenford,  Sinton  Green, 
Grimley  Village. 


Holt,  Hiilhampton,  Shrawle] 
Gt.  Witley,  Little  Witley, 
Abberley* 


Area  Relief  Nurse 
( full-time) 


P 


Attachment) 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation  (Se 


Vaccination  and  immunisation  proceedures  are  carried  out,  free  of  charge  by  the 
patients5  own  doctor  and  at  the  Coun  y  Council  Clinics,  It  is  now  standard  proceedure 
to  offer  triple  immunisation  agains  diptheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  at  6-12 
months  old  and  a  booster  dose  at  five  years  old.  Poliomyelitis  vaccination  is 
administered  at  the  same  time0  Ihe  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  have  now 
recommended  against  routine  Sraali pox  Vaccination  except  in  emergency  situations  and 
for  travel  abroad  for  which  an  International  Certificate  is  issued., 

The  following  inoculations  were  completed  during  1972  (figures  in  brackets 
relate  to  the  previous  year. ) 

(i )  Pi ptheri a  Immuni sat i on 

No.  of  children  who  compier.ed  a  primary  course  171 

No.  of  children  receiving  a  reinforcing  dose  84 

(ii)  Tetanus  Immunisation 

Noo  of  children  who  completed  a  primary  course  179 

No.  of  children  receiving  a  reinforcing  dose  115 

(iii)  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

No.  of  children  who  completed  a  primary  course  153 

It  is  not  considered  necessary  to  give  reinforcing  doses. 

(iv)  Measles  Vaccination 


Noo  of  children  who  completed  a  primary  course  128 

Reinforcing  doses  should  riot  be  necessary. 

(v)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccina' ion 

No.  of  children  who  completed  a  primary  course  173 

No.  of  children  receiving  a  reinforcing  dose  8l 

(vi)  Smallpox  Vaccination 

No.  of  persons  receiving  primary  vaccination  Nil 

No.  of  persons  re- vaccinated  Nil 

(vii)  BXoGo  Vaccination 

Worcestershire  County  Council  operate  a  scheme  for  the  preventive 
innoculation  of  all  children  leaving  school.  This  is  a  valuable  pro¬ 
tective  measure  against  tuberculosis*  Details  for  the  whole  county 
are  available  in  the  County  Medical  Officer's  Annual  Report 

Other  Services 


(145) 

(137) 


(150) 

(159) 


(131) 


( l4o) 


(143) 

(143) 


(92) 

(22) 


Details  of  other  services  provided  by  the  County  Health  Department  are  also  to 
be  found  in  the  County  Medical  Officer °s  Report  vizs- 

Ambulances  (section  27) 

Prevention  Care  and  After  Care  (Section  28) 

Health  Education 
Geriatrics 

School  Hea'.i'h  and  School  Dental  Services 

(Education  Act  1944) 

The  County  Analyst  issues  a  separate  report  to  the  County  Council. 
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2o  Hospital  Services 


These  services  are  administered  by  the  Birmingham  Hospital  Board  (Mid  or  South 
Worcestershire  Hospital  Management  Committee). 

(a)  General  Hospitals  with  casualty  departments  are  situated  at 
Worcester,  Kidderminster  and  Tenbury. 

(b)  Maternity  beds  are  available  at  Worcester  and  Stourport. 

(c)  Infectious  diseases  are  usually  admitted  to  Newtown  Isolation 
Hospital,  Worcester,  but  may  be  admitted  to  one  of  the  Birmingham 
Hospitals. 

(d)  The  elderly  and  chronic  sick  are  accommodated  at  Shrub  Hill,  Worcester! 
Avonside,  Evesham  and  Blake brook,  Kidderminster. 

(e)  Psychiatric  hospitals  for  mental  disorders  are  available  at  Powick, 
Worcester  or  Barnsley  Hall,  Bromsgrove. 

(f)  Laboratories  are  available  at  all  General  Hospitals  but  at  Worcester 
Royal  Infirmary  a  branch  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  has 
been  established.  This  organisation  with  reference  laboratories  in 
London  and  elsewhere,  is  designed  to  assist  local  authorities  in  their 
investigation  of  outbreaks  of  communicable  diseases. 

(g)  Veneral  diseases  are  diagnosed  and  treated  at  a  special  outpatient 
department  of  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary  adjacent  to  the  Chest  Clinic. 
Separate  sessions  are  held  from  5-7  p.m.  on  Mondays  and  2-4  p.m.  on 
Thursdays  (men  and  women).  No  appointment  is  necessary  and  treat¬ 
ment  is  strictly  confidential. 

3®  General  Medical  Services 


There  are  three  General  Practitioners  resident  in  the  district.  Many  others 
visit  their  patients  from  Worcester,  Stourport  and  Malvern.  It  is  impossible  to 
compile  a  suitable  list,  therefore,  but  the  Worcestershire  Executive  Council 
(County)do  publish  one  and  this  is  normally  available  at  any  General  Post  Office. 
The  services  of  dentists,  opticians  and  pharmacists  also  come  under  the  control  of 
the  Executive  Council  to  whom  enquiries  should  be  made. 


4t  Social  Services 


On  1st  April,  19719  the  new  Social  Services  Departments  came  into  existance 
under  the  control  of  the  County  Director  -  Miss  N.  Riley.  The  Social  Services  Act 
resulted  from  the  Seebohm  Report  and  produced  an  amalgamation  of  the  Welfare, 
Childrens  and  Mental  Health  Departments  with  certain  other  functions  transferred 
from  Health  (e.g.  Home  Helps  and  Child  Minders).  Four  Area  Offices  were  opened 
on  the  appointed  day,  Martley  Rural  District  being  placed  under  the  control  of 
the  Southern  Area.  This  is  rather  unfortunate  as  the  County  Nursing  Services 
were  also  divisionalised,  Martley  Rural  District  being  placed  in  Area  3  with 
Kidderminster,  which  hardly  results  in  effective  liason  between  those  Departments 
and  the  District  Authority.  However,  it  is  obvious  that  with  the  re-organisation 
of  Local  Government  and  the  unification  of  the  National  Health  Service  in  a  years 
time  all  three  services  will  have  to  be  regrouped.  The  address  of  the  Area  Officer 
is  Mr.  R.R.  Brighton,  B.A.,  Social  Services  Department,  South  Worcestershire  Area 
Office,  3/5  St.  Mary's  Street,  Worcester. 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


lo  Water  Supply 

A  comprehensive  water  scheme  had  been  completed  throughout  the  district  prior  to 
the  North  West  Worcestershire  Water  Board  becoming  statutory  undertakers  in  1962. 

Since  that  date  steady  progress  has  been  made  with  water  connections  and  a  number  of 
small  extensions  have  been  carried  out.  Mains  water  is  available  in  all  parishes  and 
overall  approximately  80%  of  domestic  properties  are  connected.  The  remaining  proper¬ 
ties  are  supplied  by  shallow  wells,  the  majority  of  which  produce  water  which  is 
bacteriologically  suspect.  Further  details  are  found  on  page  4  of  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector's  Report. 

The  Astley  boreholes,  however,  provide  excellent  water  which,  although  rather 
hard,  is  pure.  The  water  has  no  plumbo- solvent  action  and  the  fluoride  content  is 
low  (0.12  p.p.m. )  so  far  the  water  has  not  been  fluoridated.  Chemical  and  Bacteri¬ 
ological  Analysis  is  shown  belows- 


Mains  Supply  No.  1  Pumping  Station,  Astley. 

Physical  Characters 

Chlorinated 

Colour 

Odour 

Deposit 

Chemical  Examination  (Results  expressed  in  parts  per  million) 


19th  September.  1972. 


Solids  in  Solution  (dried  at  l80  C) 
Solids  in  Solution  (after  ignition) 
Chlorine  Present  as  Chloride  » . 
Hardness  Non-carbonate  as  CaCO  . . 


ii 

it 


Hardness  Carbonate 
Hardness  Total 
Ammonical  Nitrogen 
Albuminoid,  Nitrogen 
Nitrate  Nitrogen  .. 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  .. 

Permanganate  Value 
Toxic  Metals.. 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 
Calcium  as  Ca  . . 
pH  saturated  with  Calcium  Carbonate  at 
Saturation  Index  =  7»00  -  7.63 
Total  Residual  Chlorine  .. 


20  C= 


Q  Q 

O  0 


o  9 

©  9 

©  © 

9  © 


Yes 

None 

None 

None 


pH  7o0 


300 

l6o 

34 

88 

162 

250 

Trace 

Trace 

iioO 

OoOl 

OolO 

None  Detected 

4 

58 

7«63 

-O063 

0.08 


Bacteriological  Examination 


25th  September,  1972. 


Number  of  colonies  developing  upon  agar 

(a)  in  two  days  at  37  ••  ••  •• 

(b)  in  three  days  at  22  C  ».  ..  . . 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  .  ». 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  ..  .. 

Opinion  -  The  Chemical  condition  of  the  sample  is  satisfactory. 

is  that  of  a  water  with  a  distinct  corrosive  tendancy. 


0  per  one  mil. 

, o  0  per  one  mi 1 . 

0  per  100  mil. 

„ .  0  per  100  mil. 

The  saturation  index 
Signed  -  County 

Analyst. 
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2®  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 
Bransford  and  Leigh  Sinton 


The  Bransford  and  Leigh  Sinton  (Powick  and  Malvern)  Scheme  was  completed  in 
November  1970,  and  during  1971-2  a  number  of  further  connections  were  made  to  the 
sewer ®  Unfortunately  it  was  discovered  that  some  seventeen  properties  had  been 
missed  and  were  still  discharging  sewage  or  septic  tank  effluent  to  the  old  sewers 
connected  to  Land  Irrigation  Scheme0  These  properties  have  now  been  reconnected 
to  the  new  sewers  at  the  Councils  expense 0 

Cl if ton-on- Teme 

Fortunately  a  financial  allocation  from  the  quota  was  made  by  Worcestershire 
County  Council  enabling  this  scheme  to  commence  on  the  1st  January,  1972®  The 
works  are  designed  on  the  Passveer  Bitch  System  and  comprise  the  following s- 

(1)  Inlet  Channel  with  course  screen,  flow  recording  and  a  double 
side  weir  stormwater  overflow  (operating  at  x3  dry  weather  flow)® 

(2)  Stormwater  tank  7? 500  gallons  capacity  equivalent  to  6  hours  dry 
weather  flow,  the  contents  of  which  can  be  returned  by  gravity  for 
full  treatment® 

(3)  A  continuous  flow  split  Oxidation  Ditcho  This  is  a  4ft  6inches  in 
depth,  approximately  100  ft  in  length  and  has  a  capacity  of  about 
50,000  gallons.  This  should  be  adequate  to  deal  with  a  flow  of 
30,000  g.p»d®  with  a  maximum  flow  of  4x  D®W®F.  on  a  l|  day  reten¬ 
tion  period.  The  settlement  channel  has  an  additional  capacity  of 
7,500  gallons  (four  hours  retention)®  Aeration  is  by  two  3  ft  T®N®0® 
cage  Rotors  immersed  to  a  depth  of  4f  inches. 

(4)  Surplus  sludge  is  accommodated  in  a  sludge  trap  and  removed  peri¬ 
odically  to  a  sludge  storage  tank  (15,200  gallons  capacity)®  This 
should  give  at  least  3  months  storage  capacity  but  wet  sludge  must 
be  disposed  of  periodically  onto  Agricultural  land®  (55gOOO  gallons 
per  annum  estimated)® 

(5)  Upward  Flow  Clarifiers  -  Effluent  from  the  oxidation  ditch  passes 
to  two  upward  flow  clarifiers  for  final  treatment®  The  total 

bed  area  is  250  square  feet  (20  gallons  per  hour  per  square  foot)® 

(6)  A  pumping  station  accommodates  duplicate  positive  displacement 
pumps  with  a  wet  wall  of  2,000  gallons  capacity  returns  backwash 
water  from  the  pebble  bed  of  the  clarifier  and  tap  water  from  the 
sludge  storage  tank  into  the  oxidation  ditch® 

(7)  Electrical  equipment  for  the  cage  rotors  also  has  to  be  effectively 
housed  in  a  brick  building®  Nevertheless,  it  is  considered  that 

the  whole  system  is  more  economical  and  efficient  than  a  conventional 
sewage  works®  This  must  be  so  as  the  Severn  River  Authority  are 
insisting  on  a  20  mg  per  litre  suspended  solids  plus  15  mg  per  litre 
biological  oxygen  demand  standard®  The  ditch  is  now  working  ( 14/5/73) 

Mart ley  and  Wichenford  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme 

This  scheme  was  the  subject  of  a  Ministerial  enquiry  after  which  work  commenced 
early  in  1972.  Progress  has  not  been  as  fast  as  at  Clifton-on-Teme®  Rather 
extensive  sewerage  of  the  area  was  necessary  including  a  rising  main  and  pumping 
station  to  deal  with  Wichenford®  The  works  which  are  also  laid  out  according  to 
the  Passveer  system  are  now  substantially  complete  but  not  yet  receiving  sewage® 

If  anything  this  scheme  which  deals  with  a  future  (estimated)  population  of  1,500 
is  the  more  important®  An  area  has  been  reserved  for  sludge  disposal,  and  a 
Tanker  will  be  required  for  removal  of  some  of  the  sludge  from  Clifton-on-Teme® 

The  purchase  of  a  Karri er/Fusi on  Cesspool  Emptier  for  dual  purposes  has  now  been 
approved. 
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Broadheath  Sewerage 


Agreement  was  reached  with  Worcester  City  for  the  Sewage  from  Broadheath 
Parish  to  be  pumped  into  the  Corporation  mains  for  treatmen-  a  heir  works, 

The  Broadheath  Sewage  works  were  abandoned  in  March  1972  and  this  was  done 
At  a  Ministerial  Enquiry  into  the  Broadwas  and  Coiheridge  Sewage  Scheme  i r  was 
also  recommended  that  the  Sewage  from  these  areas  be  passed  to  Worcester  City 
via  Broadheath®  The  charges  to  be  levied  will  be  based  on  the  current  Sewage 
Rate  for  the  City  in  relation  to  the  Rateable  Value  of  the  properties  concerned® 

It  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  come  to  an  agreement  with  Worcester  City  by  March, 
1974,  for  certain  amount  of  septic  sludge  to  be  treated  at  Broadheath  t,Lime 
treatment)  and  discharged  into  the  City  Sewers  also.  The  Surveyor  (Mr®  Mc  Jakeways) 
is  negotiating  on  these  lines  in  order  to  deal  with  the  content..-  of  (approximately) 

150  septic  tanks  and  cesspool sn 

Holt  Heath 

With  the  completion  of  twenty-nine  Council  dwellings  in  tit's  area  well  under¬ 
way  sewerage  of  this  village  became  an  urgent  necessi  o  An  cro  .on  p  an  has 
been  provided  in  land  just  off  the  Worcester  Road  and  trunk  sewers  laid  both  to 
the  Cherry  Orchard  Estate  and  the  Village  Area  as  far  as  the  Red  Lions,'  he  work 
being  substantially  complete  by  he  end  of  the  year® 

3 o  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposa 

General  approval  has  been  given  to  a  weekly  Refuse  Col'  lec  von  Service  through¬ 
out  the  District  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  introduced  he  Financial 
Year  73/740  With  the  service  now  under  Radio-Control  this  should  undou'fctably 
result  in  a  further  improvement  in  the  service  to  the  Generaj  Public, 

Unfortunately  difficulties  were  encountered  in  disposing  of  refuse  afc 
Grimley  and  more  and  more  ref  use  had  to  be  taken  to  Yarhampion  or-  Mar  c  ley 
Hillside.  Then  a  serious  fire  broke  out  at  Yarhampton  on  Bank  Holiday  (Monday 
28th  August)  and  had  to  be  covered  with  132  loads  of  soil  material®  The  Martley 
Hillside  tip  had  limited  capacity  and  it  is  becoming  increasingly  evident  that 
alternative  arrangements  will  have  to  be  made,  W&th  Local  Government  Reorganisa¬ 
tion  it  shoud  be  possible  for  the  bulk  of  the  refuse  from  the  sou  hern  half  of 
the  district  at  least  to  be  transported  to  a  new  incinerator  at  Hanley  Swan  (owned 
by  Upton-on-Severn  Rural  District  Council,) 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING  AND  SLUM  CLEARANCE 


There  has  been  a  considerable  improvement  in  the  Housing  situation  over  the 
last  two  years.  This  should,  in  due  course,  substantially  reduce  the  numbers 
which  the  Housing  Manager  has  on  his  Waiting  Listo 

The  "Houses  for  Sale"  Scheme  (thirty- four  dwellings)  has  helped  considerably 
at  Bransford,  these  being  offered  mainly  to  "sitting  tenants"  thus  releasing 
Council  Houses  for  re-occupation.  Also  the  erection  of  twenty -nine  new  Council 
Houses  at  Holt  (2,  3  and  4  bedroomed  houses  and  bungalows)  has  had  an  impact e 
An  Old  Peoples  Flatlet  Scheme  (30  units)  is  nearly  complete  at  Bransford  and  a 
similar  Scheme  is  being  carried  out  at  the  Heath,  Hallowo  These  Category  II 
Units  should  be  ideal  for  the  elderly  providing  excellent  communal  facilities 
and  being  placed  near  to  the  shops  and  the  bus  route0 

Improvements  are  being  carried  out  to  Council  Houses  at  Bransford,  Leigh, 
Holt,  Abberley  and  the  Shelsleys  and  a  vigorous  major  repairs  undertaking  to 
Council  Properties  generally  has  been  commenced. »  All  this  should  greatly  improve 
the  Council's  Housing  Stock c 

On  the  side  of  Private  Ownership,  the  Government  Scheme  under  the  Housing 
Act  1969  for  Improvements  Grants  has  resulted  in  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
number  of  applications  as  can  be  seen  on  page  2  of  the  Chief  Public  Healrh 
Inspectors  Report.,  All  this  is  resulting  in  fewer  Dwellings  being  considered  for 
Slum  Clearance,.  Nevertheless  a  substantial  number  of  old  dwellings  still  remain 
to  be  dealt  with  (estimated  at  301  for  the  Ministry  Return  for  1972  under  Circular 
50/72) . 

The  climate  has  changed  in  that  Estate  Agents  are  putting  a  high  price  on 
land  and  old  buildings  and  the  Council  is  faced  with  the  problem  of  whether  they 
should  really  approve  Discretionary  Grants  where  over  50%  of  a  Dwelling  has  to 
be  substantially  rebuilt  or  extensions  are  added  which  are  unjustified  then  it 
is  clear  that  they  should  note  However,  I  hope  that  approval  is  given  where 
ever  possible  as  these  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  impact  which  Improvement  Grants 
have  had  on  the  general  Housing  Standards  in  the  District  over  a  number  of  years. 


-REPORT  OF  THE 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEATH  INSPECTOR 


CoBo  Almglii,,  MUA..P  H»I 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


INSPECTOR  (MR.  C.B.  ALMGILL,  M.A.P.H.I.) 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year,  1972 5  since  my 
arrival  in  July,  much  time  has  had  to  be  spent  in  familiarising  myself  with  the 
District  and  the  current  work  of  the  department,  I  am  indebted  to  all  member's  of 
Staff  who  have  helped  me  in  this.  I  am  especially  indebted  to  Dr.  Stephens  whose 
enthusiasic  support  and  encouragement  has  been  readily  appreciated  and  to  Mr.  Perry 
Mr.  Vernon  and  Mrs.  Dance  all  of  whom  have  been  working  under  considerable  pressure 
for  the  willing  and  creditable  way  they  have  carried  out  their  duties. 

As  can  be  seen  in  the  Report,  much  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year.  It 
is  especially  encouraging  to  see  continuing  progress  being  made  in  all  aspects  of 
the  Council's  Housing  work,  both  public  and  private  sectors  and  the  unselfish 
teamwork  of  members  and  officers  of  all  Committees  and  Departments  which  makes  this 
progress  possible. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Badger  and  Mr.  Fairhurst  (laterly 
Mr.  Bailey)  and  all  Members  of  the  Committees  for  the  keen  interest  they  have  shown 
in  the  work  of  the  Department  throughout  the  year. 


C.B.  ALMGILL, 

Chiei  Public  Health  Inspector. 


September, 


1973 


* 


1.  HOUSING  -  figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1971* 

The  total  number  of  dwellings  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1972  was  4,756  (4,64l) 
including  640  (620)  agricultural  dwellings  and  53  (32)  caravans.  Of  the  permanent 
dwellings  694  (688)  were  owned  by  the  Council  and  this  figure  includes  284  built  before 
1945. 


Provision  of  Housing  Accommodation 


Number  Of  Council  Houses  under  Construction  31.12.72 
Number  of  Council  Houses  Completed  in  1972 
Number  of  Private  Houses  completed  in  1972 
Number  of  Private  Houses  under  construction  31*12.72 

Unfit  Dwellings 

The  following  action  was  taken  under  pt  II  of  the  Housing  Act 
to  houses  found  to  be  unfit  on  inspections- 

Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

Dwellings  demolished  in  persuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  not  to  relet 
were  accepted 

Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders 
were  made:- 


72 

(Nil) 

23 

(Nil) 

116 

(60) 

66 

(92) 

1957  in 

relation 

2 

(14) 

(Nil) 

(4) 

13 

(3) 

(Nil) 

(3) 

The  Cottage,  Suckley  Road,  Bransford. 

1  Pinners  Cottages,  Astley. 

2  Pinners  Cottages,  Astley. 

1  Moseley  Turning,  Hallow. 

2  Moseley  Turning,  Hallow. 

1  Scotts  Cottages,  Astley. 

1  Pinch  Cottages,  Hallow. 

1  Greenhill  Terrace,  Hallow. 

2  Greenhill  Terrace,  Hallow. 

3  Greenhill  Terrace,  Hallow. 

4  Greenhill  Terrace,  Hallow. 

5  Greenhill  Terrace,  Hallow. 

The  Cottage,  Cobblers  Corner,  Wichenford. 
Rose  Cottage,  Little  Common,  Broadheath. 

2  Pinch  Cottages,  Hallow. 

Unfit  Houses  -  General 


For  the  past  two  years,  the  department  has  been  carrying  out  a  parish  by  parish 
inspection  of  the  housing  stock  of  the  district,  to  date  10  parishes  have  been  com¬ 
pleted  (this  represents  a  total  of  1,791  private  houses  or  44%  of  the  private  housing 
stock  of  4,049).  The  results  of  this  survey  have  now  been  classified,  and  the  figures 
expanded  to  give  a  complete  picture  for  the  whole  district. 


Unfit  Dwellings 

Local  Authority  Owned 

Other  Ownership 

Represented  but  still  standing 

Nil 

95 

Not  yet  Represented 

Nil 

309 

Dwellings  Not  Unfit 

Up  to  or  above  12  point  standard 
Capable  of  Improvement  up  to  12 

6 12 

3,204 

point  standard 

Not  capable  of  Improvements  up  to 

74 

348 

12  point  standard 

Nil 

93 

686 

4,049 

1 


From  this  table  it  can  be  seen  that  the  number  of  unfit  houses  lies  in  very 
closely  with  my  predecessors  estimate  c£  .'300  published  in  last  years  Annual  Report » 
i  is  also  extremely  close  to  the  national  average  of.  7  3%) 

The  findings  of  the  Survey  however,  do  not  tie  in  at  all  with  the  resui  s  of.  the 
■S;  ±?  survey  when  it  was  stated  that  463  houses  were  unfit  9  and  sin:  e  when  There  ha-ve 
een  approximately  200  houses  represented  and  a  substantial  number  imp  oved«  This 
wou  d  seem  to  indicate  that  the  number  of  unfit  houses  should  now  be  well  below  the 
j09  shown  on  the  table®  The  discrepancy  can  I  feel,  be  explained  by  three  factors,. 
Firstly,  the  194?  survey  was  only  carried  out  on  houses  of  £12  rateable  value  and 
under  (houses  of  the  Working  Classes),  thus  approximately  30%  of  the  houses  were 
no  surveyed  or  classified,  secondly  a  large  number  of  the  houses  w-ich  were  class¬ 
ified  in  the  survey  as  not  unfit  but  in  need  of  major  repairs  and  improvements,  must 
n-vw  by  reason  of  lack  of  maintenance  have  slipped  into  the  unfit  category  and  thirdly 
hat  the  standards  by  which  a  house  is  classified  unfit  have  certainly  been  raised 
in  the  past  25  years® 

It,  is  the  intention  of  this  Council  to  eliminate  all  unfit  houses  from  the 
district  by  1980,  this  1  feel  is  well  within  our  capabilities 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

(a)  Standard  Grants  -  the  total  number  of  applications  received  since  the 
commencement  of  the  scheme  is  2f 0  (252)® 


V  <J»  <1-  Kl-  On-Jutlt 


1971 


-9/2 


Rec3  d 


1 4 
7 


. r 

Applications 

»tt  aTn  ■< 

a  TTti  !  Grants  « 

Appr“d  e  Refused  $  j 

l  Paid 


i4 

8 


f 


17 

ft 

3 


Amount 

Paid 


£4,6.57 

£6.50 


Tenor •  d 


Number  of  Ileuses 

Owner/ 
0:  copied 


Nil 


17 


Amenities  provided  -  1972 


Fixed  bath  or  shower 

2 

(9) 

Wash  hand  basin 

2 

(9) 

Hot  and  cold  water  supplies 

2 

(9) 

Water  Closets 

.3 

(12) 

Sinks 

1 

(6) 

Septic.  Tanks 

2 

(6) 

Mains  wafer  supplies 

Nil 

(2) 

Bathrooms  added 

1 

(2) 

2 


The  amount  of  grant  for  the  57  Discretionary  applications  approved  was  44,042 
making  an  average  payment  of  £772®66  per  application,. 

Grants  General 

The  number  of  Standard  Grant  applications  continues  to  fall  year  by  year,  his 
is  undoubtafcly  due  to  the  added  incentives  offered  by  the  Discretionary  Improvement 
Grant  0 

The  number  of  discretionary  Improvement  Grant  applications  after  rising  dram- 
a  4  rally  from  1969  onwards,  is  not  significantly  higher  than  the  previous  year, 
although  the  indications  are  that  1973  will  again  see  the  numbers  moving  upwards., 

(70  applications  having  been  received  by  early  September,  1973)®  The  leveling  off 
daring  the  year  was  in  all  probability  caused  by  the  rapid  inflation  of  house  and 
building  costs  and  the  general  uncertainty  thi s  caused,. 

As  the  Improvement  Grant  system  is  now,  not  only  concerned  with  providing  basic 
amenities  but  with  the  total  improvement  of  houses  it  is  playing  a  very  substantial 
parr  in  reducing  the  numbers  of  sub-standard  and  unfit  houses  within  the  district® 

Of  the  64  applications  for  discretionary  grants  received  during  the  year,  32  of 
hese  concerned  unfit  houses  (7  of  which  had  orders  operative)  and  a  further  27  were 
from  basically  sub-standard  houses®  These  figures,  taken  in  conjunction  with  the 
orders  taken  under  the  Housing  Act  1957  means  that  effective  action  was  taken  in 
respect  of  40  unfit  houses,  during  the  year,  and  that  the  target  for  the  first  year 
of  the  Council's  unfit  house  programme  has  been  achieved 

The  grant  system  has  of  course  its  controversial  points,  whether  grants  should  be 
paid  towards  the  almost  total  rebuilding  of  structurally  unsound  houses  or  to  persons 
improving  properties  to  resell  immediately  on  completion,  and  no  doubt  discussions 
on  these  subjects  and  many  others  will  continue  as  long  as  the  system  is  in  operation® 

Considerable  pressure  is  being  put  on  the  Government  at  present  to  re-introduce 
the  resale  condition®  However,  I  feel  that  whatever  new  restrictions  the  Government 
or  the  authority  may  decide  to  impose,  should  be  directed  against  the  small  number  of 
abuses  anu  that  the  main  stream  of  applications  should  continue  and  be  encouraged 
to  expand,  until  every  house  in  the  district  is  improved  to  at  least  the  12  point 
standard® 

HOUSING  MANAGEMENT 

This  is  the  first  full  year  which  the  Council's  housing  management  function  has 
been  amalgamated  within  the  Public  Health  Department  and  this  is  continuing  to  work 
satisfactorily® 

There  is  a  very  close  interelationship  between  these  functions  and  the  work  of 
Public  Health  Inspector  in  the  private  sectorf  this  amalgamation  has  helped  to 
understand  this  relationship  and  made  easier  the  formulation  of  comprehensive 
policies® 

a)  Housing  Stock 

The  Council's  stock  of  houses  at  31®12®73  was  comprised  of  694  units  of  accom¬ 
modation  broken  down  as  follows s- 


Elderly  Persons  Accommodation 
Garages 


Houses 

Flats 


618 

18 

58 

36 


c )  Houses  Under  Construction 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  Units  were  under  construct ions - 


Houses 

EJderly  Persons  Flats 
Wardens  Bungalows 
Garages 


10 

60 

2 

17 
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In  addition  schemes  were  also  under  construction  for  developments  at  Astley, 
Wiehenford  and  Mart'. ley  and.  star  s  on  some  of  these  can  be  anticipated  in  1973* 

Improvements  to  existing  pre-war  houses  continues,  a  further  17  being  improved 
during  the  year  leaving  a  further  57  unmodemi sed.  Whilst  the  Council  still  have 
properties  with  earth  closets g  no  internal  water  supplies  or  sanitary  amenities  it 
is  important  that  this  programme  of  house  improvement  is  expedited  as  quickly  as 
i s  pract i cabl e  o 

cations  and  lettings 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council5 s  waiting  list  was  201  *185) 
ll6  applications  being  received  during  the  year* 


The  number  of  lettings  made  were  42  compared  with  19  in  1971a  26  in  1970 
and  28  in  1969©  In  addition  to  he  lettings  there  were  also  27  exchanges  and 
transfers o 


The  number  of  homeless  families  under  eviction  rehoused  was  7  (?) 

General  Comment 

During  October  a.  second  meeting  of  the  Housing  Committee  Chairmans  Working 
Party  was  held  to  examine  and  re-assess  the  Councils  projected  five  year  building 
programme*  The  working  party  carefully  examined  this  programme  in  the  light  of 
more  up  to  date  information,  and  concluded  that  the  demand  for  Council  Houses 
over  the  next  five  years  would  be  in  the  region  of  132  family  units  and  308 
elderley  persons  units9  and  that  immediate  priority  had  been  rightly  placed 
on  the  construction  of  elderley  persons  accommodation* 

It  is  hoped  that  this  programme  can  be  adhered  to9  however  it  is  recognised 
that  the  key  factor  is  the  urgent  need  to  acquire  the  necessary  land  and  this  is 
not  going  to  be  easy  to  achieve* 

2o  WATER  SUPPLY 


a.o_ Private  Supplies 

lo  General  -  only  one  case  of  shortage  of  water  supply  was  reported 

during  the  year 9  the  owners  of  this  property  are  currently 
negotiating  with  the  North  West  Worcestershire  Water 
Board  for  a  supply  of  mains  water* 

A  large  percentage  of  the  houses  in  the  district  (approximately  20%1  gain  their 
water  supply  from  shallow  wells  and  springs,  many  of  which  are  polluted*  There 
remains  a  lot  of  work  to  be  done  in  this  field,  investigation  of  estate  water 
supplies  axe  continuing*  The  Standard  and  Improvement  Grants  are  playing  their 
part  in  raising  standards* 

2o  Private  Supplies  to  Council  Houses  -  The  only  remaining  Council  house  with  a 

private  supply,  No*  2  Fieldbrook,  Abberley,  was  connected  to 
the  mains  during  the  year* 

3*  Details  of  Samplings  and  Connections 


Number 

of  Samples  taken  from  private  sources 

40 

(47) 

Number 

found  to  be  satisfactory 

9 

(21) 

Number 

found  to  be  unsatisfactory 

31 

(26) 

Where  necessary,  Owners  and  Occupiers  were  notified  of  methods  for  purification 
and  use, 


Seven  properties  were  connected  to  the  public  water  supply  following  informal 
action  by  the  Public  Health  Department. 
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fc®  Mains  Water 


The  statutory  undertakers  for  the  public  supply  of  water  throughout  the  district 
are  the  North  West  Worcestershire  Water  Board.  Certain  fringe  areas  receive 
their  water  supply  by  agreement  from  the  Herefordshire  and  South  Worcestershire 
Water  Board-, 

Details  of  the  Chemical  quality  of  the  mains  water  are  contained  in  the  report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health® 

Frequent  smaples  are  taken  by  the  Water  Board  from  a  small  number  of  sampling 
points  m  the  area.  Copies  of  the  Bacteriological  reports  are  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  5&  (4$)  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  all 
of  which  were  satisfactory* 


3°  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Details  of  recently  completed  sewerage  schemes  are  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(a)  Existing  Arrangements  -  The  following  areas  are  served  by  public  sewers  and 

treatment  plants  and  are  known  as  "village  schemes" 


Pari sh 


Area  Served 


Abberley 

Astley 

Bransford  and  Leigh  Sinton 

Broadheath 

Clifton-on~Teme 

Hallow 

Grimley 

Hartley 

Rushwi ck 

Shelsley  Beauchamp 
Great  Wit ley 


The  Common 

Little  Heath,  Ridleys  Cross,  part  of  the  Burf, 
Sandhampton  and  the  To\\ni. 

The  Village. 

Part  of  the  Common  and  part  of  the  Village. 

The  Village. 

The  Village. 

Sinton  Green. 

Jury  Lane  and  Part  of  the  Village. 

The  Village. 

Part  of  the  Village. 

Part  of  the  Village. 


The  following  larger  Council  Housing  sites  have  sewers  and  treatment  plants  to 
which  are  connected  some  privately  owned  propertiess- 


Abberley 

Alfrick 

Cotheridge 

Holt 

Suckley 

Wichenford 


Suffolk  Lane. 
Clay  Green. 
Church  Lane. 
The  Heath. 
Airey  Houses. 
Queens  Estate. 


The  following  larger  sites  have  sewers  and  treatment  plants  serving  Council 
Houses  onlys- 


Mart ley 
Lower  Sapey 
Little  Witley 
Kni ghtwi ck 


Prickley  Lane. 
Pitchards  Close 
Well  Lane. 
Highfields. 


(b)  Works  Completed  or  in  Progress  during  the  Year  - 

(i)  Broadheath  Extension  Work  completed. 

(ii)  Cli fton-on-Teme  Works  commenced  -  completion  anticipated  Spring/ 

Summer,  1973° 
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Works  commenced 9  completion  anticipated  Autumn 
1973® 

Works  commenced  and  cample'  ed  during  the  year. 


Scheme  presented  and  approved  work  due  to  start 
mid,  1973® 

Work  is  expected  to  start.  Autumn  1973® 

(d)  Future  Programme  ~ 

(a)  North  East.  Parishes  -  During  1973  it  is  hoped  to  complete  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  a  scheme  for  he  sewerage  of  Abberley  Village  (including  Suffolk 
Lane) s  Abberiey  Common ,  Great  Witley,  Shrawley  and  Astley  Burf  and  the 
extension  of  the  present  sewerage  treatment  works  at  Astley.  A  comprehensive 
sewerage  system  for  this  area  is  long  overdue ?  and  the  need  to  press  on  with 
this  scheme  as  quickly  as  possible  should  be  stressed  tc  our  successor  autho¬ 
rity  o 

(b)  Other  schemes  which  have  been  included  in  the  Council Ss  programme 
include s- 

i  Extension  of  Hallow  Sewerage  System, 
ii  Extension  to  Hallow  Sewage  disposal  works, 
iii  The  Sewerage  of  Monk  Wood  Green. 

(e)  House  Drainage  - 

The  following  new  drainage  works  were  approved  and  installed  during  the  years- 


(iii)  Hartley  and  Wichenford 
(iv)  Holt  Heath 
(c)  Schemes  Being  Prepared  - 
(i)  Broadwas  and  Cctheridge 
(ii)  Grimley  Village 


New 

Houses 

Ev.  I  sting 

Houses 

Totai 

Septic  Tanks 

14 

(16) 

24 

(26) 

33  (4; 

Connections  to 

Public  Sewers 

100 

(35) 

27 

( 16  ) 

127  (5 

Connections  to 

Private  Treatment  Plants 

Nil 

(3) 

Nil 

(Nil) 

Ni  l  (: 

ll4 

(54) 

51 

(42) 

165  ( 9f 

At  present  the 

Council  have  no  facilities 

for 

emptying 

septic  tanks 

or  cess 

pools 

and  private  owners  have  to  make  their  own  arrangements. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council  accepted  a  tender  for  che  supply  of  a 
Fusion,  1,500  gallon  tanker  on  a  Karri er  Chassis  and  it  is  hoped  to  be  able  to 
offer  a  tank  emptying  service  bo  private  owners  during  1973®  A  charge  of  £2 
will  be  made  for  one  emptying  annually  and  economic  charges  are  >:o  be  made  for 
additional  emptying  and  for  properties  using  septic  tanks  which  are  within 
reach  of  a  public  sewer. 


Throughout  the  district  there  are  many  problems  caused  by  poorly  designed  septic 
tanks,  inefficient  land  drainage  in  heavy  clay  soils  and  overflowing  cesspools. 
The  proposed  service  will,  I  feel  be  of  great  benefit  and  play  a  positive  part 
in  the  reduction  of  this  type  of  nuisance. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADMINISTRATION 

(a)  Number  and  Types  of  Food  Premises  Operated  within  the  Djs^ ri ct  s - 


Licensed  premises 

40 

Butchers  Shops 

9 

Day  and  Residential  Schools 

27 

Social  Clubs  and  Halls 

21 

Cafes 

3 

Grocers  and  Other  Food  Shops  54 
Bake  Houses  1 
Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  Nil 
Ice  Cream  Retailers  75 


(b)  General 

The  routine  inspections  of  food  premises  has  continued  steadily  throughout  the 
year.  It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  standards  are  continually  improving  and 
that  in  almost  every  case,  the  proprietors  of  the  premises  have  co-operated 

willingly. 

It  is  important  however  that  these  inspections  continue  and  that  more  progress 
is  made.  Modern  techniques  of  food  preparation  and  distribution  involve  methods 
of  storage  and  sale  of  which  the  proprietors  are  often  unaware  and  the  educational 
value  of  these  visits  cannot  be  underestimated. 

(c)  School  Canteens 

The  standard  of  school  canteens  operated  by  the  Worcestershire  County  Council 
continues  to  be  worthy  of  comment «  In  general,  the  kitchens  and  food  prepara¬ 
tion  and  storage  rooms  are  very  well  equiped  and  the  calibre  of  staff  employed 
in  kitchen  work  is  high. 

(d)  Slaughter  Houses 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughter  houses  presently  operating  within  the  district. 

(e)  Poultry  Inspection 

A  number  of  small  establishments  where  poultry  are  slaughtered  are  operated  within 
the  district.  It  has  not  been  possible  due  to  pressure  of  other  work  to  carry 
out  systematic  inspections  throughout  the  year. 

(f)  Milk 

Licensing  and  sampling  powers  under  the  Milk  (special  designation)  Regulations 
I960,  are  operated  by  the  Worcestershire  County  Council.  Frequest  samples  of 
milk  are  taken  by.  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector.  The  number  and  results  of 
samples  taken  in  1972  are  as  follows s- 


Pasteurised  Milk 

27 

(30) 

Sterilized  milk 

3 

(l) 

Untreated  Milk 

7 

(6) 

Total 

3Z 

Hzl 

One  sample  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  for  untreated  Milk. 


The  responsibilities  for  formal  sampling  and  analysis  are  undertaken  by  the 
Worcestershire  County  Council® 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


This  service  is  administered  by  the  Council's  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  -  There  were  no  extensions  of  the  weekly  collection  service 
or  of  the  paper  sack  system.  Approximately  55%  of  the  district  still  being  on  a 
fortnightly  collection. 

A  scheme  to  extend  weekly  collections  to  the  wliole  of  the  district  was  proposed 
during  the  year,  but  unfortunately,  this  had  to  be  postponed,  it  is  hoped  to  be 
able  to  reconsider  this  during  1973® 
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(b)  Refuse  Disposal  -  At  the  start  of  the  year  there  were  three  refuse  tips  in 
use,  those  at  Martley  and  Yarhampton  being  disused  quarries  and  at  Grimley  in  a 
disused  gravel  working * 

An  extensive  fire  at  the  Yarhampton  tip  over  the  August  Bank  Holiday  meant  that 
this  tip  could  not  be  re-u sad  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  and  it  is  probable 
that  it  will  not  be  used  again*  This  has  meant  that  a  greater  proportion  of  the 
refuse  has  to  be  taken  to  Rodge  Hill,  Martley*  As  stated  in  last  years  report 
the  Martley  tip  has  already  exceeded  its  capacity  and  the  authority  or  the 
Hereford  Worcester  County  Council  (whose  responsibility  refuse  disposal  will 
become  on  31*3«74)  will  have  to  urgently  seek  alternative  sites*  Unfortunately, 
the  proposal  to  use  the  disused  railway  cutting  at  Knightwick  seems  to  have 
fallen  through,  following  an  intervention  by  the  Worcestershire  County  Council, 
who  have  proposals  to  turn  the  old  track  into  a  nature  walk* 

The  fly  nuisance  at  Martley  seems  to  have  been  kept  reasonably  well  under  con¬ 
trol  by  the  extensive  spraying  programme  which  has  been  in  operation  throughout 
the  summer* 


6*  MISCELLANEOUS 

(a)  Mortuary,  Red  House,  Hartley* 

The  accommodation  was  used  ten  times  during  the  year* 

(b)  Caravan  Sites 

One  site  licence  for  a  residential  caravan  was  issued  during  the  year  and  five 
licences  were  renewed  (one  for  a  reduced  number  of  caravans)* 

The  number  of  sites  and  caravans  now  licensed  is  as  followss- 


No®  of  Sites 

No*  of 

Caravans 

Resi dent i al  Caravans 

64 

(63) 

86 

(85) 

Holiday  Caravans 

17 

(17) 

216 

(223) 

There  are,  in  this  district  also  a  number  of  unauthorised  caravan  sites,  badly 
sited,  lacking  facilities  and  unlicensed*  The  majority  are  claimed  to  be  in 
use  by  "seasonal"  agricultural  workers  and  as  such  they  would  ne  exempt  from 
control  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  i960* 

( c )  Hop  Pickers  Accommodation 

Inspections  were  carried  out  on  temporary  accommodation  used  by  Hop  pickers. 

The  number  of  persons  accommodated  in  Barracks  falls  annually  as  less  pickers 
are  required  due  to  increased  mechanisation  and  the  majority  of  those  that  are 
now  employed  bring  their  own  caravans® 

( d)  Rodent  Control 

The  Council's  contract  with  Messrs*  Rentokil  has  continued  successfully  through¬ 
out.  the  year* 

The  service  is  based  on  complaints  being  received  by  Miss  Underhill,  who  maintains 
records  and  issues  the  instruction  to  the  Contractors*  The  Contractors  work  in 
close  liason  with  myself  and  Mr*  Perry  and  consult  on  difficult  cases* 

In  addition  to  the  treatment  of  rats  and  mice  at  domestic  dwellings,  the  service 
provides  for  full  control  of  cockroaches,  wasps,  hornets,  fleas  and  bedbugs® 

Also  for  twice  weekly  fly  control  at  Martley  Refuse  Tip  and  fly  control  at 
Yarhampton  during  the  summer  months®  Rodent  control  is  also  provided  at  Council 
Sewage  works  and  refuse  tips* 
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Treatments  carried  out  during  the  years- 

112 
27 
26 

Total  -  165  treatments. 

(e)  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1965 . 
Registrations  and  General  Inspectionss- 


Rats 

Mice 

Others 


lass  of  Premises 

No.  of  premises 
newly  registered 
during  the  year 

r — — — — — — - - - — — — — — ■ 

Total  number  of 
registered  premises 
at  the  end  of  year 

— — ——————— - — . 

No.  of  premises 
receiving  general 
inspection  during 
the  year 

iffices 

1 

(1) 

15 

(14) 

5 

(4) 

let  ail  Shops 

Nil 

(1) 

l4 

(14) 

11 

(3) 

holesale  Shops 

1 

(Nil) 

1 

(Nil) 

Nil 

(Nil) 

atering  Establ- 

Nil 

(Nil) 

16 

(16) 

29 

(27) 

shments 

'uel  Storage  Depots 

Nil 

(Nil) 

Nil 

(Nil) 

Nil 

(Nil) 

'OTALS 

2 

(44) 

45 

(39) 

Number  of  visits  to  all  kinds  of  registered  premises  =  45  (39) 


Analysis  by  workplace  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises. 

Class  of  Workplace  Number  of  Persons  Employed 


Offices 

39 

(38) 

Retail  Shops 

19 

(19) 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses 

6 

(Nil) 

Catering  Establishments 

46 

(46) 

Canteens 

Nil 

(Nil) 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

Nil 

(Nil) 

TOTAL 

110 

(103) 

Total  Males  39  (36)  -  Total  Females  70  (67) 


The  number  of  premises  registered  is  considered  to  be  about  half  of  the 
total  premises  which  should  be  registered.  It  is  hoped  that 
more  time  will  be  available  for  work  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises  Act  during  1973® 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


INSPECTIONS  during  1972  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health 
(figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1971) 


(iii ) 


Premises 

(1) 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
19  2g  3 9  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers 
Premises) 


TOTAL, 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

5  (5) 

1 

2  (2) 

- 

33  (35) 

8  (16) 

■ 

1 

- 

_ 

38  (4o) 

10  (18) 

_ 

2, 


Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  Cases  in  which  Defects 

were  found 

r 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

To  HM 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

To  HM 
Inspector 

(5) 

anc  of  cleanliness  (S„l) 

er crowding  (S„2) 

[Treasonable  temperature  (S„3) 

nadequaie  ventilation  (Ss4) 

nelfective  drainage  of  floors 

S„6) 

anitary  Conveniences  (S®7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. " . . . .  

- 

- 

- 

" - — — 

- 

- 

- 

| 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

3 

3 

- 

~ 

I 

j  her  offences  against  the  Act 
hot  including  offences  relati¬ 
ng  to  Outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

-  ! 

 J 

Total 

3  (9) 

3  (6) 

- 

10 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT  -  OUTWORK 


Ni 1  return 


/ 


' 


, 


